

A Just Peace, Open and Affirming Church                                             

April 2010                        Union Congregational United Church of Christ, St. Louis Park, MN


Sunday worship 
10:00 a.m.
Fellowship:  11:00 a.m.

Apr. 4	Easter
TWO SERVICES: 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship following both services.
Gospel:  John 20:1-18

Apr. 11	2nd Sunday of Easter/Baptism
Humor Sunday – Old tradition for the first Sunday after Easter
Scripture: Psalm 118:14-29, Rev. 1:4-8, John 20:19-31

Apr. 18	3rd Sunday of Easter 
Worship lead by the Social Justice Action Team (SJAT). 
Scripture: Acts 9:1-6, Psalm 30, Rev. 5:11-14, John 21:1-19

Apr. 25	4th Sunday of Easter/Communion
Guest Preacher:  Susan Sanders , Minister and Team Leader for Global Sharing of Resource Ministry, a part of our Wider Church Ministries.  She is also the administrator for One Great Hour of Sharing.  Confirmation meets after worship
Scripture: Acts 9:36-43, Psalm 23, Rev. 7:9-17, John 10:22-30





May 2  	5th Sunday of Easter
	Special music provided by Union Gospel Singers (see article in newsletter)
	Scripture: Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 148, Rev. 21:1-6, John 13:31-35

May 9 	6th Sunday of Easter 
		Celebration of Family
Scripture: Acts 16:9-15, Rev. 21:1-, 22-22:5, John 14:23-29

May 16	7th Sunday of Easter
Scripture:  Acts 16:16-34, Psalm 97, Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21, John 17:20-26

May 23  Pentecost and all church picnic
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b, Romans 8:14-17, John 14:8-17

May 30  Sunday after Pentecost
Communion.  Scripture:  Prov. 8:1-4, 22-31, Psalm 8, Rom.5:1-5, John 16:12-15

Celebrate God’s Creation
On Sunday, April 18, the Social Justice Action Team invites the congregation to a celebration of God’s creation: Earth and all its critters.

Unchecked, harmful greed will threaten the global creation of God.  Together, we can make a difference and recognize the blessings of God’s creation.  Join us in thanking God for God’s sustaining bounty. Let us praise God! After the service, your are invited to learn more about how you can “Touch the Earth Lightly.”  


From the Interim Pastor


Our individual lives
can be unpredictable
and full of changes.
How well do we
handle change?

When I was in junior high my dad was stationed on Guam.  Year round it was about 80 degrees.  There was no change of seasons, just the same 365 days of the year.  Of course that was quite normal for the Guamanians and for some folks from warmer climates in the United States.  I missed the smell of leaves in the fall and the sight of the snow sparkling in the moonlight in the winter.   I missed watching as flowers and trees began to bud and bloom on a fresh spring morning, and hearing the lawn mowers on a warm, sunny summer night.  Well, that we did hear throughout the whole year on Guam.
Living in our part of the world we are used to the unpredictable and to change—that is as far as the weather.  In fact it seems like the norm to us.  Sometimes the difficulty is in the transition from one season to another—floods in March or April, unexpected blizzards in October and more.

Our individual lives can be unpredictable and full of changes.  How well do we handle change?  What happens to us when the unpredictable happens?  Much depends on the event---some are delightful, others are devastating.  Do we pause to give thanks to God for those events which are delightful?  Do we stop, take a deep breath and trust God enough to help us through the difficult times?  

Your community of faith is living in a time of transition—a time of change.  You are handling it beautifully.  Now as your search committee begins its work the anticipation increases.  They will do their work and soon the seasons of your community of faith will change again as you welcome a new pastor and live into more change and some unpredictability.  Throughout this time trust God and give thanks for God’s presence in your lives.    

Mary Kay
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Happy April Birthdays!

1	Susan Meyer
	Ben Harvey
 4	Steve White
 5	Don Franson
 6	Arlene Jackson
 7	Patrick Magistad
	Sam Kidder
 8	Betty Wentworth
	Alexander Pratt
10	Nick Johnson
	Bud Ondich
	Thomas O'Neil
11	Bob Ramsey
	Mitchell Fermanich
13	Kari Benson
	Owen Shoger
15	Sharon Ondich
	Bonnie Kindt
16	Emmitt White
18	Ross Yalch
	Henry White
19	Barb Eischen
	Derek Barto
22	Ilo Madden
23	Jack Madden
	Mara Magistad
	Mary Kay Sauter
	Jayme Weiss
26	John Coop
26	Susan Adams
27	Colin O'Neil


We remember in prayer:
Those recently experiencing illness, injury or hospitalization, including:  Sue Seidlitz, Joe Kripps, and Greg Engebos.

Our prayers of Christian sympathy go to:  Bud Larsen and family on the death of Helen Larsen.  Helen’s memorial service will be held in June.  We also send our prayers to Mary Johnson and family on the death of her husband, Ray.  A celebration of Ray’s life was held Friday, March 5 at Friendship Village.

UCC Young Adults Group
Sunday, March 28, 7:00 p.m.
Join other UCC young adults and friends, ages 18-35ish, as they meet each month.  Meetings are the last Sunday of each month, 7:00 p.m., in the Library at Union Congregational United Church of Christ.  No need to RSVP - just show up!  

Can you serve a meal?
Union Church serves St. Stephen’s Shelter every third Sunday of the month.  Volunteers are needed.  There are funds available for reimbursement of food and supplies.  A signup sheet is in the narthex.  You don’t have to do it alone!  If you’re interested in helping out, contact Amy Schaper at 612/310-8555, and she can help you find another person or two.









Adult Education
Sundays 8:30 - 9:30 a.m.in the Library

April 4 	Easter - No Class
April 11 	Resurrection
April 18 	ECO Fair – Refreshments, resources 	and learning provided.

April 25-May 23 
	Globalization We Can Grasp: Covenanting 	for Justice means working with communities 	as part of our Christian witness in solidarity 	with neighbors near and far to bring about a 	sustainable and just global community.
April 25	Introduction to Globalization and the 	Church’s Response
May 2	Global Climate Change: Renewing the 	Sacred Balance
May 9	Farm Workers, Low-wage Jobs, and 	Living Into a New Economy
May 16	Environmental Justice and Human 	Rights
May 23	Faithful Purchasing and the Global 	Sweatshop Economy

Pilgrim Point Scholarships
Available
Union Church supports Pilgrim Point with financial contributions and camp scholarships.  See  the Pilgrim Point display in the Fellowship Hall.  For more information, contact Brenda Clarno.

Shop for the Free Store
Please consider shopping clearance racks, garage and rummage sales for the Thanksgiving Day Free Store.  Reimbursement is available for: XLG men’s jackets ($10 or less); men’s belts ($2 max); tote bags and backpacks ($2 max).  A flyer is available on the STEP collection box in the narthex.  See Jo Senander for more info. 



Just from June
“I give you this commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”  John 13: 34

Love is prevalent in the St. Louis Park area and surrounding communities.  As I have gone about my parish nursing the past three years, I have been amazed at the resources available to help seniors and the less able to stay in their own homes.  Many of you work as volunteers in these services through the church or through a community agency.  
 
Jewish Family Services has produced a booklet entitled Senior Resources Directory and it has an alphabetical listing from chore services to transportation, of most of the resources in St. Louis Park and Hopkins.  Last month at the Metro West Parish Nurse Group, sponsored by NORC, we were reminded of another service available in this area.  It is called Store to Door, a non-profit organization that provides quality, affordable grocery shopping and prescription delivery services to aging and disabled adults.  The 150 volunteer shoppers show up at 6:00 a.m. in one of five Cub Foods stores to individually shop each of the client’s groceries lists.  Another group delivers the groceries and unloads them for the client along with a friendly smile and conversation. You will find brochures of these services in the Parish Nurse area at church.  If you have specific needs call me (612/669-3803) and I will get you connected with the needed service.

Whether it is Meals On Wheels, transporting people to church activities, STEP, Methodist Hospital Volunteers, providing income tax services to seniors, working at the Lenox Community Center lecturing or teaching crafts, doing yard chores, or some other task you invest yourself in -- by being an involved volunteer you are showing love for each other.  From our youngest church members who make Valentines to deliver to the home bound to those of you in your ninthdecade, this church is filled with active volunteers.  Those that are confined to their homes often help by phoning, knitting prayer shawls or baby caps, and praying regularly for others.

It is scientifically proven that volunteering and giving to others enhances our own health.  Those that are involved will enthusiastically tell you many stories of the love exchanged between themselves and the recipients.  What greater commandment do we have than to “love one another.”  Be well this spring and look for ways to volunteer!   

June Sand, Parish Nurse

UTS Installs New President
On Sunday, April 11, The Reverend Mary McNamara will be installed as the seventh president of United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, 3:00 p.m. at Plymouth Congregational Church, 1900 Nicollet Avenue, Minneapolis. Speakers include The Reverend Daniel Aleshire, executive director of the Association of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada; Dr. Joseph C. Hough, Jr., president emeritus of Union Theological Seminary; The Reverend Dr. Peg Chemberlin, executive director of the Minnesota Council of Churches and president of the National Council of Churches; Dr. Gary Reierson, president of the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches; Dr. Richard Bliese, president of Luther Seminary; Rabbi Marcia Zimmerman, Temple Israel; The Rev. Karen Smith Sellers, conference minister of the Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ; and Dr. Wilson Yates, president emeritus of United Theological Seminary. Ms. Sharon Ryan, chair of United’s board of trustees, will preside.

Rev. McNamara comes to United from Union Theological Seminary where she served for 10 years as executive vice president. Prior to coming to Union, she served as the non-profit economic development director in the Koch and Dinkins administrations and then as president of the Interchurch Center beginning in 1990. She serves as treasurer of the Association of Theological Schools and recently joined the board of Collegeville Institute. Raised in Cambridge, Minn., she is a graduate of Carleton College and Harvard Divinity School. She is a minister in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

Make your contribution count
Should my check be payable to Union UCC?
Sisters' Camelot

To comply with this rule here are a couple of tips and reminders.  If you want to make a contribution to a group other than Union UCC, the check should be payable to that organization, not to Union.  The church will forward those checks directly to the group.  If a check written payable to Union with a notation that it is designated for an organization, the church will endorse the check to the organization and send it on.  

The only exception would be gifts for groups affiliated with the United Church of Christ, such as Neighbor’s In Need, One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Justice and Witness, Our Church’s Wider Mission, and the Christmas Fund.  There are also times when an appeal is made from our national office for Haiti relief, etc. Those can also be made to the church and passed on through the system.  These checks should be made payable to Union Church with a notation in the “memo” field stating the name of the group, and they will be recorded on your annual contribution report.  

Simply put, Union cannot legally deposit checks that are made payable to any group.  Please help Union continue providing gifts to the many people we help by making sure your check is properly written.  This will save time and the money will get to the group much faster!

Volunteering at Union Church
Many thanks to all who have returned their Time and Talent Gift Forms.  With each new form we celebrate all the ministry that is happening in and through Union Congregational United Church of Christ and embrace the new gifts and talents that are now recognized and/or offered.  Feel free to return your form to the pocket on Big Blue Board in the Fellowship Hall. 
April Loose Coin Offering
Sisters' Camelot is a non-profit  group working to create sustainability in the Twin Cities. By meeting everyone’s basic human needs (freely, with no strings attached) they live out a vision beyond survival and begin to recreate a healthy, glowing community.  The group is best known for the colorful bus outfitted with stoves and food prep space that has become a mobile free market - distributing free fresh organic food.  They make weekly rounds to pick up donations from organic distributors (food co-ops etc).  On any given day, the bus may have fresh ripe organic produce, prepackaged whole foods, bulk goods and other items that may be overstock or be near their expiration dates. The food share committee and volunteers do “random drops” where they share food unannounced at a busy intersection or neighborhood park.  The volunteers meet people, discuss good nutrition and share food.  After sharing, cardboard boxes are recycled and overripe produce is composted at local community gardens, with minimal waste going into the waste stream.  The beautiful bus has come to Union for Vacation Bible School to help teach our children about long term sustainability and the abundance of sharing!  For more information: www.sisterscamelot.org.

Loose Coin is an offering that is received during Sunday worship and is designated for mission and community outreach in the name of this congregation!  Bring in your quarters, nickels, dimes, drachma…whatever you have.

It's Golf Time!! 
Union Church Men’s League is attempting to field two teams this year!  We play each Tuesday from approx. 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Theodore Wirth Golf Club in Golden Valley. Any skill level invited!  The green fees are reasonable and it's great fellowship. If interested, contact Ralph Eischen at 952/949-3159 or cell: 952/210-5627. We need a minimum of 5 players per team.  Play starts May 4th. 

Union’s 
Bright 
 Light

Artists choose a variety of mediums to create beauty, and we have been blessed with Kay Toy’s artistic presentations in baking, flowers, and table décor for many decades.  One of her biggest gifts to Union Congregational United Church of Christ has been her way of making funeral and memorial service receptions a bright and beautiful space for family and friends to share memories of their loved one.  Her decorated live plant baskets, napkins, and table cloths change with the seasons.

Let’s not forget the “special occasion” receptions.  Whatever the occasion, when you want to make it really SPECIAL, you call Kay Toy.  Her guidance and her decorations always fit the bill!  

In addition to sharing her decorations, she stores them in her home, transports them to the church, and maintains them all.  Lois Thorne states her joy and honor to work beside Kay and her family for over two decades.  Many persons credit Kay for teaching them creative ways of decorating and food presentation.  Kay also shared these gifts and the gift of devotional readings with the Tuesday Lunch Club for many years.  She is remembered fondly by those who admired her expert tying of the bows for the Cherub Choir robes way back when.  

Kay also volunteered at Methodist Hospital for twenty-three years.  Her weekly contact with the doctors was invaluable and she continues to share cakes and bars with the hospital staff.  Kay’s sharing has also included fresh flowers from her beautiful gardens.  

Kay, your gifts have brought beauty to the eyes and heart of so many people, not to mention the delightful taste treats.  What a joy for all who have been on the receiving end of your giving.  Thank you!
Union’s financial status
One of your requests, as we dealt with a budget deficit, was that we include financial information in the Uniter.  To accomplish this we need to change the dates for distribution of the newsletter.  From now on the newsletter will be published a week to ten days later.  It will include a calendar for two months and what information we have available for more than one months of events.  We hope this will give you the information you have requested.  

Get your weekly update
To keep you better informed we have started e-mailing a Monday Morning Memo with information about upcoming events, those who need our prayers and other information.  If you are not receiving this and would like to please let Sue know at: info@unionslp.com or 952/929-8566.

Congregational Partners
Reception
Families Moving Forward
What does the future hold for FMF?
Thursday, April 8
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
All are invited to fellowship and food.
1808 Emerson Ave N.   Minneapolis
Please RSVP by April 5 to
 fmfinvitation@gmail.com 

Spring Clean Up Day 
Saturday, May 1
9:00 a.m. to noon  
Come lend a hand with window washing, yard clean-up, putting in window a/c units, cleaning out closets and store rooms, and a host of other tasks.  Doughnuts are provided, as is lunch.

Haitian Benefit Concert
Sunday, May 2,  1:30 p.m.
Union Church Sanctuary
Join the Union Brothers Singers of Haiti for a lively concert in Creole, French, and English.  Free Will offering 
to benefit the families of Union Brothers Singers and their community of Fermate, Haiti. 




Denver Mission Trip
Union Youth is excited to announce that we have received money from the Minnesota Conference of the UCC Ashley Fund to help fund our trip.  The mission trip will be July 17- 25th.  Youth will be selling ButterBraids during fellowship time over the next few weeks.  
 
Fundraiser for 2010 Youth Mission Trip 
Butter braids are a great tasting puff pastry and come in cinnamon, apple, blueberry cream cheese, strawberry cream cheese, cream cheese, raspberry and caramel rolls. The cost is $10 each. You can purchase them during Fellowship Time.  We appreciate your support of our Mission Trip.

Night on the Street
April 16
A Night on the Street is an overnight youth service and learning experience organized by the Plymouth Church Neighborhood Foundation. It’s an opportunity for youth groups to speak with one voice and take action against homelessness by spending the night sleeping out and raising funds for affordable housing. 

On April 16th Union Youth including Laura Pratt, Rebecca Kidder, Colin O’Neil, Garrett Yalch, Ann Harvey and Amy Bachman.  Tom O’Neil, Jo Senander and Sarah Baptiste will join them as they increase awareness for youth and homelessness.  Peggy Johnson will be working as a volunteer at the event.
 


Middle School Service Event, 
Saturday April 24 in Fairmont
Join the Middle School Youth Service Days (6th-8th graders) as we help others while making new friends from around the Minnesota Conference UCC!  The day includes a great ride in the church van, orientation to projects, group building games, sack lunches, debriefing, and closing worship and another great ride in the van.
 
Meet at the church at 6:30 a.m.!  I know it is early but we’ll have a great time.  I’ll even bring donuts!  We’ll be back at church by 5:30 p.m.! 

I do need a parent chaperone for this event!
 
Jr. High Game Night
April 9, 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Please bring your favorite group game to play (not video games)...the old fashion board game types!  Bring a treat to share, and I will provide the main dish item.  One friend is invited.
 
Sr. High Evening Out
April 10, 3:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
We can only have 15 young people at this event.  Please contact me and let me know if you are interested.
Evening Activities: 
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Feed My Starving Children
Dinner and hangout
Please RSVP ASAP.  Friends will be invited if we need more people to fill our spots.
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Upcoming Events:

Apr. 1	Maundy Thursday Worship
Apr. 4	Easter Sunday
Apr. 5	Church office closed
Apr. 18	Eco-Fair during Fellowship Time
Apr. 16-23	Pastor Mary Kay on vacation
Apr. 28-May 1	Rummage Sale

	May 1	Spring Work Day
	May 2	Haitian Benefit Concert
	May 13	Plant Sale delivery
	May 23	All Church Picnic – Fellowship Hall
	May 31	Church office closed
